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Youngsters have a block party with

"

Japanese toy

Chante Green and Allana Worrell, top, and These impressive towers
Mariyan Bashir and Maria Bhatti, bottom, have been put together by

get creative. Doadinopix FK10A7 children from Swaffield
1 School, who were taking
| part in a tsumiki work-
shop.

Masavuki Ogino, a crafis-
man  carpenter  from
Yamanashi Prefecture in
Japan, started making the
wooden building blocks
eight years ago for his son.

Using cut-offs and wood

|

|

| made to measure
| ...bespoke furniture...
|
|
|

carpentry

from managed forests, he
made thousands of blocks
with just three designs.

Mr Ogino said he started
attending craft fairs with
the blocks and was amazed
by the children’s response
to a pile of tsumiki left on
the table and began to
develop a series of work-
shops for schools.

“The workshops are
about more than just play-

ing with bricks - the chil-
dren learn a lot about
themselves and their
friends,” he added. “Even
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the most distracted chil- -
dren are totally absorbed

in their task.”
His voluntary workshops

have been enjoyed at

e
i

schools throughout Japan

and he is now giving free
workshops to  primary
schools in London.
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